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Local ............................... 812-738-4115
Local ............................... 812-951-2323
Fax .................................. 812-738-2378
Submit Meter Readings .... 812-951-2023
E-mail: . customerquestion@harrisonremc.com
Web Site.............. www.harrisonremc.com

1165 OLD FOREST ROAD
P.O. BOX 517

CORYDON, IN 47112

www.harrisonremc.com

PHONE NUMBERS & HOURS

Harrison
REMC

To report service interruptions, call:
812-738-4115 or 812-951-2323 day or night.
During regular business hours these phone
numbers will connect members to personnel
at the Corydon office. After hours, they will
connect members to the REMC answering
service. Members should restrict calls to the
answering service to electrical outages or
emergencies.

SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS
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Information from your electric cooperative

Power cost tracker to increase in January
Electricity rates have been relatively stable for
the last 20 years. Worldwide demand for fuel is
growing significantly. According to the Energy
Information Administration, worldwide energy
consumption is projected to increase by 57
percent from 2002 to 2025. Electricity con-
sumption is expected to double during that
period.

Your monthly electric bill includes a power
cost tracker from Hoosier Energy, the whole-
sale power supplier for Harrison REMC and 16
other Indiana electric cooperatives. The tracker
is an additional charge for each kilowatt-hour
that your co-op purchases from the power sup-
plier and is increased or decreased based on
variable costs such as fuel and market power.
The tracker is adjusted quarterly and the Janu-
ary adjustment will be reflected on your Febru-
ary, March and April bills.

With the tracker revision, the monthly bill for
a customer using 1,000 kwh will be about $1.27
higher.

Hoosier Energy uses the power cost tracker
to equalize large swings in electricity and fuel
prices while recovering costs in today’s volatile
energy market. As well, the tracker recovers
some costs incurred for environmental require-
ments and transmission or power delivery
charges.

Factors in rising energy costs
There are many factors affecting energy costs in
Indiana and across the country.

• Rising demand: Economic growth in the
U.S. and overseas has increased the demand for
energy.

• Higher fuel cost: Fuel used to generate
electricity, including natural gas and coal, has
risen sharply in price. Future forecasts suggest

fuel costs will remain at high levels compared to
the past.

• Power grid and equipment investments:
Generating plants and much of the nation’s
electricity grid are aging. Investments are being
made to increase generating and transmission
capacity and reliability. Many Indiana electric
co-ops are experiencing rapid growth and addi-
tional investment is required to support facili-
ties to serve new consumers. The cost of materi-
als, including transformers, poles, wire and other
necessities to provide electric service has expe-
rienced double digit increases in recent years.

• Increasing environmental and other regu-
lations: Utilities are faced with the cost of com-
pliance with environmental regulations and other
government requirements. Compliance with
already-approved or anticipated rules will add
millions of dollars in costs for Hoosier Energy.

• Volatile wholesale market: Prices in the
wholesale power market have increased sub-
stantially in recent years and continue to remain
higher than a few years ago. Forecasts suggest
continued market price increases in 2008 and
2009.

Electric cooperatives across the country are
working together to increase electricity supply,
improve reliability and efficiency and find new
or alternative energy options that are cost-effec-
tive.  As always, the objective of your electric
cooperative and Hoosier Energy is to deliver
reliable electricity at a reasonable cost.

Harrison REMC offers information and tips
on helping you manage your energy use and
costs through the home seminars offered at the
REMC. We also pass new information and ideas
through the Electric Consumer publication. If
you have a specific question write us and we will
address it in our ASK REMC column.SERVICES WE OFFER

• Long distance phone service
• Dial-up Internet service
• Personal medical alert system
• Security lights
• Rebate program
• Metered propane
• Electric fireplaces
• Surge protection
• New home seminars
• Compact fluorescent bulbs
• Discount theme park tickets
• Answers to energy questions

Harrison Rural Electric Membership Cor-
poration is the recipient of federal financial
assistance from the Rural Utilities Service,
an agency of the U.S. Department of agricul-
ture and is subject to the provisions of Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended;
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, as amended; the Age Discrimination
Act of 1975, as amended; and the rules and
regulations of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture which provide that no person in the
United States on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age or handicap shall be
excluded from participation in, admission
or access to, denied the benefits of, or other-

wise be subjected to discrimination under
any of this organization’s programs or activi-
ties.

Any individual, or specific class of individu-
als, who feels that this organization has sub-
jected them to discrimination, may obtain
further information about regulations listed
above and/or file a written complaint with the
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington D.C. 20250; or the Administra-
tor, Rural Utilities Service, Washington D.C.
20250. Complaints must be filed within 180
days after the alleged discrimination. Confi-
dentiality will be maintained to the extent
possible.

Statement of nondiscrimination
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Download a detailed schedule at: www.lanesville.k12.in.us/HeritageFest/flyer2007.pdf

It is time for all high school juniors
to apply for the Electric Coopera-
tive Youth Tour to Washington,
D.C. The trip dates are June 12-19.

This is a great opportunity to
travel to our nation’s capital and
experience firsthand how our gov-
ernment functions.  Students learn
about the complexities of today’s
electric utility industry, discover
the unique characteristics of the
cooperative business enterprise and
meet hundreds of their peers from

2008 Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.
throughout the United States.

To be eligible applicants must
have completed their junior year in
high school, and be enrolled for
their senior year.

Applications will be available
from school guidance counselors
as well through the REMC.  Appli-
cations are in the REMC office or
on-line at www.harrisonremc.com.
All applications must be received
at Harrison REMC by Feb. 8.

Mr. and Mrs. Claus visited 150 children at Harrison REMC on Dec.
5. Another 93 children came to see Santa at the First Harrison
Bank in Greenville on Dec. 12.

Members of local EMS and fire departments attended the REMC’s annual
firemen’s seminar in December. This event is held to help educate
emergency response personnel in issues of electric safety. This year the
featured speaker was Chuck Tiemann, safety instructor from Indiana
Statewide Association of RECs.

REMC hosts firemen,
first responder’s seminar

Applications are now available for
scholarships to Indiana University
Southeast. Harrison REMC has pro-
vided these scholarships to encour-
age our local youth to continue
their education.

The eligibility requirements for
the REMC-IUS scholarships are:

• The applicant’s parent or
guardian must be currently receiv-
ing electrical service from  Harrison
REMC.

• The applicant must be a high
school senior who has been ac-
cepted at IUS for the 2008 fall
semester as a full time student (12
credit hours) and have an SAT score
on file at IUS. Indiana University
Southeast will make the selection

REMC accepting applications
for IUS scholarships

from each participating school.
• Along with the application,

seniors must also provide a one
page essay describing why they are
the best candidate for this scholar-
ship.

Immediate family members of
an employee or director of  Harris-
on REMC are not eligible for the
scholarship.

The deadline for the application
to be returned to IUS is April 18.
Applications for the scholarships
have been sent to school guidance
counselors. Interested students
should check with their schools.
Applications are also available at
the REMC office and on-line at
www.harrisonremc.com.

Did you know?
Indiana University Southeast was recently ranked number 18 in
the country for best part-time MBA program in the BusinessWeek
2007 national ranking. IU Southeast was also rated sixth in the
nation for student satisfaction and received A-plus rankings for
teaching quality and for curriculum
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Q: We have had several inquiries from
REMC members about the small electric
heaters, especially the full page advertise-
ment in newspapers. These ads claim the
product is the answer to lowering their
utility bills. We thought it was a good
time to address the issues with these
heaters.

A: As fuel oil, kerosene, propane,
natural gas and electric costs have in-
creased homeowners are looking for
ways to cut their heating bills. Small
electric heaters have attracted a lot of
attention due to their low purchase price,
compared to other types of heaters, and ads
touting their ability to lower a home’s heating
bill.

Presently an electric heat pump is one of the
least expensive ways to heat your home. Installing
one involves replacing your present furnace and
air conditioner. If your present heating and cool-
ing system is ready for replacement, considering
heat pump technology is a prudent strategy.

If your furnace and air conditioner do not
need replacing but you are not happy with its
operating cost to heat your home, a small elec-
tric heater can be helpful if used in a manner to
capitalize its strength.

There are a few things to consider in using an
electric heater in your home. Your furnace is
sized and operates to heat your whole house,
not one room. If you like one area, let’s say the
bedrooms, cooler than another you will be able
to effectively use a small electric heater. The
strategic way to do this is by turning the thermo-
stat for the furnace down to 60 degrees or the
temperature you want the bedrooms to be.
Your furnace will only run when the tempera-
ture goes below that setting and will keep the
whole house from getting any colder. Place a
small electric heater in the family room and set
its thermostat to maintain the 70 degrees or
whatever temperature you prefer. The small
electric heater has its own thermostat and will
run until the room is warmed to the desired
temperature. The ability to heat only one area to
the desired warmer temperature with the small
electric heater while keeping the remainder of
the home at the cooler temperature will lower
your total winter heating bill.

Confusion is caused by the variety of small
electric heaters available and trying to decide
which one is best. There are two types available.
One is a convection model, which has a fan that
blows heated air into the room. This unit must
draw all the cool air from the room through it to
be heated up before the room temperature is

comfortable. These units can heat air
up in a reasonable time but require

a much longer period to effec-
tively warm recliners, couches or

floors up to a temperature con-
sidered comfortable. Many times

we find the final result is not as
comfortable as we would like be-

cause we sit on cool furniture, while
the air temperature is warm.

The other type is a radiant model.
These units do not heat the air, they heat

objects. It’s the same effect as sunshine on a
cold winter day. The air is cold but we are
warmed by the radiant sunshine. Radiant heat
passes through the air but does not heat it. It
heats only the objects it strikes. On a cold winter
day outside, that object is you and the Earth.
How many times have you seen snow or ice melt
on asphalt on a sunny day but the air tempera-
ture is below freezing? Radiant electric heaters
send radiant heat in the direction they are
aimed. Point one at your recliner and let it run
before you sit, the recliner will be warm when
you are ready to sit down. While you sit in the
recliner the radiant electric heater will also
warm you, just like sunshine. You can success-
fully spot heat an area you want to occupy with
radiant heaters and not have to warm the entire
family room.

However, unlike the convection heater that
warms the air, when the radiant heater is turned
off your comfort is also gone. There is very little
lingering warm air to maintain your comfort
after a radiant heater is turned off.

These small electric heaters range in price
from $50-$400. The maximum wattage you can
plug into a 120 volt wall outlet is 1,500 watts or
about 5,000 Btu. As you evaluate the choices of
small electric heaters you’ll discover they all
have the same maximum size of 1,500 watts or
5,000 Btus. Be aware of the capacity limitations
as you do your research. Five thousand Btus of
heat for one model is the same as another model
despite what the advertising promotes about
the heater. Higher price models are not neces-
sarily larger heaters if they still use 120 volts.
The biggest difference in heaters is convection
vs. radiant models.

In the Consumer Report’s magazine for Octo-
ber there is a lot of information comparing several
models of small electric heaters. You can learn a
lot from its testing of these units. If you have
further questions or would like to discuss a par-
ticular situation please contact me, Bob Geswein,
energy services, at Harrison REMC. I can be
reached at 812-738-4115 or 812-951- 2323.

Can space heaters lower utility bills?
Space heater safety tips
Harrison REMC offers the following
precautions when using electric space
heaters:
· Purchase only space heaters that have
been safety tested and UL approved.
Make sure the unit is equipped with an
emergency tip-over shut-off feature and
heating element guards. Read and
follow all of the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions for operation and care.
· Before use, check to make sure the
heater is clean and in good condition,
and have all problems professionally
repaired.
· Place heater out of high-traffic areas
and on a level, hard, nonflammable
floor surface —  NOT on carpets,
furniture or countertops.
· Remember to keep space heaters at
least three feet from all combustible
liquids like fuel, spray cans and paint,
as well as flammable items such as
draperies, blankets and sofas.
· Never allow pets or children near an
electric heater. Accidental contact could
result in serious shock or burns.
· Do not overload circuits. Never use
extension cords or multiple plugs with a
space heater, and make sure the unit is
not plugged into the same circuit as
other electric appliances.
· Never leave space heaters unat-
tended. Turn off your space heater and
unplug it before leaving the room or
going to bed.

The “Ask REMC” column features questions
submitted by our customers. This month’s
question was asked by several members and
was answered by Harrison REMC Energy
Services Specialist Bob Geswein. If you have a
question for  “Ask REMC” about REMC
operations, energy efficiency issues, or electric
safety, please send it to P.O. Box 517,
Corydon, IN, 47112 or send an e-mail to:
cracicot@harrisonremc.com.

Your question could be featured in this
column in the following months.

Buying, building or
remodeling a home?

Attend a FREE Energy Efficiency
and Building Science Seminar at
Harrison REMC Jan. 2 and 3
from 7:30-9 p.m.  Call 738-4115
or 951-2323 for more infomation.
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Residential and Farm Service Rate
EXAMPLE FOR 1,800 KWHS
Facility charge ............................. $15.00
First 750 kwhs @ .08415/kwh ....... 63.11
Next 750 kwhs @ .06820/kwh ....... 51.15
Over 1500 kwhs @ $.05906/kwh ... 17.72
Power cost tracker 0.000 per kwh .... 0.00
SUB-TOTAL ................................ $146.98
Indiana sales tax (6%) ...................... 8.82

TOTAL BILL ............................... $155.80

175-watt mercury vapor $8/month
400-watt mercury vapor $15/month
175-watt M.V. decorative $20/month
400-watt M.V. decorative $25/month

SECURITY LIGHT RATES

• On-line bill payment — REMC members
can now access their accounts and pay
monthly bills via the Internet. Log onto the
REMC Web site, www.harrisonremc.com, and
click “Access My Account.”

• E-check — This free service allows mem-
bers to make a onetime payment via elec-
tronic check. Call 738-4115 or 951-2323
during business hours or visit
www.harrisonremc.com any time and click
“Pay by E-check.”

• Internet service — REMC offers Internet
service for as little as $12.95 per month.
Call 800-470-7362 to sign up.

• Long distance phone service — REMC
offers long distance service for only 5.9
cents per minute (4.9 cents per minute for
customers who choose the e-bill option) with
no monthly fees. This low rate applies to all
calls made to the lower 48 states, 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. Discount rates to
international locations are also available.
Call 800-470-7362 for more information.

• Personal medical alert system — Your
REMC offers easy to use, medical alert sys-
tems to help seniors or disabled family mem-
bers remain safe and secure in their own
home. The medical alert system provides a
fast way to summon help in an emergency, 24
hours a day, seven days a week for only $35
per month for members and $40 per month for
nonmembers with a onetime $50 set up fee.

• Automatic payment plan — Save time
and postage by having your electric bill
automatically drafted from your designated
bank account without additional charges.

• Budget billing — REMC can help take the
ups and downs out of your billing amount each
month by averaging one month’s bill based on
the previous 12 months of electric use.

REMC RATE SCHEDULE

CUSTOMER SERVICES

Harrison REMC is excited to announce its first
annual report cover photo contest. The winning
photo will be featured as the cover of the 2007
annual report.  The following are the guidelines
for the submission of photos for the contest.
1. Submissions must be recent color photo-

graphs that have been taken in our service
territory. A brief description of where the
photo was taken, your name, address, tele-
phone and account number must be sub-
mitted with the photo. Photos that include
people must have written consent for pub-
lication.

2. The photographer must reside in a Harrison
REMC household.

3. No more than three entries per photogra-
pher.

4. The winning photo, as voted on by REMC
employees, will become the property of
Harrison REMC to use for publicity pur-
poses such as, but not limited to, the annual
report cover, Web site, Electric Consumer,
etc.

5. Negatives and/or digital copies must be sub-

submitted with the photo. Photos and/or
digital copies will not be returned to the
photographer.

6. If the picture is a digital photo, we would pre-
fer it to be a TIF or JPEG file sized to 100
percent at a minimum 300 dpi.

7. The  winning  photograph  will  be  used  for
the annual report front cover, and the win-
ner will receive a check for $50. Second and
third place winners will receive a $25 check
each. First, second and third place photo-
graphs will be printed in Electric Consumer.

8. All  entries  must  be  submitted by Feb. 8 to
our business office at 1165 Old Forest Road,
Corydon, or mailed to P.O. Box 517,
Corydon, IN 47112 by this date.  The win-
ner will be announced in the March Electric
Consumer.

9. Harrison REMC reserves the right to reject
all entries. Please contact our office at 812-
738 4115 or 812- 951-2323 with any ques-
tions.

10. REMC employees, board members and their
families are not eligible to participate.


